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Campus Break-Ins Cause Alarm
able items in clear view on the
seats in parked cars. Some
individuals simply ran out for
A string of car break-ins a minute to take care of some
has been occurring on the thing, not worrying about
UAH campus lately. Police being victimized by one of
have descriptions of individu these criminals, but it only
als and cars that have been took them only minutes to
seen in the area. Since June break into and rob several
21,2004, there have been 12 cars.
cars broken into. At SE Hous
"Number one, there is no
ing, five cars were broken into such thing as a secure ve
in a matter of six minutes.
hicle. Although putting a
"The individuals are not purse or valuables in a trunk
obvious about what they are is safer than having it out in
doing. They know how to the open view, they can still
cover up what they are doing break into the car and use the
while they are doing it," said trunk release to gain access
Chief Bobby Langston, UAH to the trunk," said Langston.
Campus Police Chief.
Most of these cases oc
Campus Police have curred during the daytime
stepped up security on cam hours or early morning, so
pus. During business hours that is not really the problem.
they walk through areas peri Not all incidents were the
odically for safety purposes same. How can we as stu
and to observe behavior go dents and staff do our part in
ing on around the campus. keeping crime from occur
They are mostly concentrat ring? Campus Police cannot
ing on targeted areas such as be everywhere, and criminals
people that leave cash, credit will observe to make sure that
cards, purses, and other valu police are not around before
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Associate Professor for
UAH CEE Dr. Kathleen
Leonard has headed the Civil
Engineering Summer Camp
for middle school students for
the last five summers. Their
math or science teacher nomi
nates the students and then
Dr. Leonard narrows it down
to 20 students to participate
in the camp that runs for 5
days, all day, with lunch in
cluded. Summer Camp ran
from June 21- June 25,2004
from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. This
year she offered it twice—
one to new students and an
other for the alumni.
Dr. Leonard was awarded
a grant from The University
Transportation Center of Ala
bama, which allows the stu
dents to attend for free. The

help each other not to loose
our belongings. Watch as
you leave the parking lot,
observe the surroundings as
you walk through each build
ing, and seek out knowledge
of criminal behavior to be
educated so you can do you
part.
"We can help each other
out by just slowing down a
little and observing our sur
roundings. We may be keep
ing someone from loosing
their property and someone
may turn around and keep
you from loosing yours
also," said Langston.
Campus Police have leads
on the criminals in these
cases with one appearing to
be a juvenile, but others are
the same age as college stu
dents. Contact Campus Po
lice at 6911 if you have any
information leading to any of
these crimes or if you would
like to know more about how
you can help in keeping our
campus safe.

students are trained in a vari
ety of engineering topics
consisting of materials, de
sign, energy sources, safety
issues, and transportation
planning. They experience
hands-on workshops con
sisting of egg drop, rocket
launch, and bridge design.
They also take field trips by
bus to see how our transpor
tation works.
The
students
built
bridges and tested them to
make sure they were func
tional. They conducted a mud
experiment that taught them
about foundations. They
also built a solar power car
during this term.
Dr. Leonard always has a
girl's week where she offers
the opportunity to girl scouts
and girls that were chosen by
their schools. She had pink

A Civil Engineering summer camp student performs a strain
test on a model bridge.
tee shirts made up for the
alumni girls. This year it was
offered to mixed groups,
mostly girls, but they incor
porated boys as well. This is
the first year they offered a
second session to the alumni,
which enabled the students
to experience more in this
field.
Dr. Leonard will be work

ing with Riverton School in
the beginning of the fall se
mester, mainly working with
their students on a water
wheel. Dr. Leonard is hoping
to receive another grant for
next summer so she can con
tinue working with these stu
dents and preparing them for
a future career in Civil Engi
neering.

PBR Hosts Its Second Big Event
By Joanne Eskreis
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they strike.
Asked if there could be a
seminar or some way of edu
cating students on how to
detect criminal behavior to
prevent these types of
crimes, Langston said he be
lieves it would be a good
thing and has sought out ini
tiating this kind of educa
tional seminar. Campus police
protect us on campus, and as
they speak to students they
try to tell them how they can
help. Mostly you have to
take the time to watch your
surroundings. He said they
are taking other measures to
educate the public.
"We live in a fast-paced
world and most of the time
we focus on what we are do
ing or where we need to be. It
is as though we have blind
ers on all the time. We con
centrate on our own task at
hand," said Langston.
By taking a little more time
to look around us we are pro
tecting each other from the
loss of property. We need to

Civil Engineering Summer Camp
By Joanne Eskreis
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Partnership for Biotech
nology Research (PBR)
hosted its second event, the
PBR Summer Round-up and
Cookout, Thursday, July 8,
2004, from 4:00 PM to7:00 PM
on the Huntsville Biotechnol
ogy Center Lawn. Hosted by
Brian Pollock, the event in
cluded students, scientists,
UAH faculty, and represen
tatives of local companies

who came to show their sup
port as well as learn more
about PBR.
Beginning with a BBQ
and mingling, guests ate and
moved throughout the crowd
sharing their knowledge and
interests. Meeting new
people as well as catching up
with friendly faces, all the
guests seemed to enjoy be
ing there.
Pollock presented a brief
slideshow of the goals and

visions of PBR. He broke
them down in categories and
expressed how PBR planned
to achieve success in these
areas. PBR's primary focus is
to seek participation from lo
cal companies in collaborat
ing efforts between UAH
students, PBR, and local
companies with shared inter
ests in Biotech.
PBR is in the early stages
of building relationships with
companies and initiating in

ternship programs for UAH
students with these compa
nies. Offering internships for
undergraduate and graduate
students will help them gain
insight into the industry as
well as the experience neces
sary for their future career
endeavors.
Two companies have par
ticipated by providing jobs
and internships to UAH stu
dents. EGen hired 4 students
scoriaeion page11
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Nanotechnology and The Importance of UAH
By Joanne Eskreis
Since 9/11 and the threat
of bioterrorist attacks, com
panies and universities
around the nation are seek
ing ways to alert people of a
chemical attack before they
can cause severe damage.
Professors in universities are
researching nanotechnology
in order to create a method
to ensure a safer world. UAH
Electrical and Computer En
gineering Professor, Dr. Greg
Nordin, who also is the di
rector of UAH's Nano and

Micro Devices Center, is re
searching the technologies
necessary to develop small
devices that can be used to
alert government agencies
as well as the Department of
Homeland Security of a
threat of chemical terrorism.
What
is
nanotechnology? It is the
creation of materials, compo
nents, devices, and systems
at the near atomic, or nanom
eter level. A nanometer is a
unit of length roughly
equivalent to ten atoms
placed side by side. Design

ing and creating materials at
this scale can often lead to
the development of products
that can achieve exceptional
performance. Battery materi
als that store enormous
amounts of energy, structural
materials that increase the
lifetime of engine compo
nents by a factor of ten, elec
tronic materials that enable
super-fast computer chips are
potential benefits and appli
cations of nanotechnology.
Components and systems are
being designed and fabri
cated at sizes never before
considered possible.
Why is nanotechnology
important? Dr. Richard
Feynman is one of this
century's leading scientists.
He delivered a lecture in 1959
where he postulated a vision
of what might be achieved if
one could create materials
and devices at the atomic or
molecular level. His vision
grew, making this important
to the future growth as well
as the security of our nation.
The
National
Nanotechnology Initiative is
a federal initiative that is
overseen by the National Sci
ence and Technology Coun— — — — — — — -|

In the mood
to Gripe?

cil that is funded by the gov
ernment for the development
of academic and industrial
resources necessary to sup
port this project.
In the same way that si
rens go off to alert the sur
rounding area of a possible
tornado, a device could be
made to warn us if there has
been a chemical leak. With
nanotechnology, a small de
vice measuring only a few
cubic inches could pick up a
toxic gas passing through,
which would then alert a des
ignated office of a possible
chemical attack. Alarms
would sound an alert the area
before it can spread.
UAH researchers are in
vestigating the use of microsized devices to assist in
alerting individuals in these
types of situations. "These
types of devices really play
to our strengths in micro and
nanotechnology phontonics.
We are able to use some of
the phontonic devices we
have developed on our cam
pus in pushing the develop
ment of biological and chemi
cal sensor technology," said
Nordin.
Researchers from UAH's
Nano and Micro Devices
Center are constructing very
small cantilevers to serve as
the central sensing devices.
These microcantilevers are
extremely small, but are rela
tively
large
in
the
nanotechnology environ
ment. Each cantilever is approximately 100 microns long

Need a Job?
The Exponent has positions
available!
Contact Chris Brown at
editor@exponentuah.edu

eas. They could also be
placed on unmanned aerial
vehicles or on other types of
remotely controlled vehicles
to provide detection without
putting anyone's life at risk.
There is a lot of interest
circulating about this topic in
the hope of providing a way
to protect individuals of each
nation from such an attack.
Journals and programs have
been formed to inform people
about the various research
advancements
of
nanotechnology. The Na
tional Nanotechnology Initia
tive (NNI) is a federal R&D
program established to coor
dinate multi-agency efforts in
nanoscale science, engineer
ing, and technology.
Founded in 1997, the In
stitute of Nanotechnology
(IoN) was one of the world's
first nanotechnology informa
tion providers, and is now a
world leader. The IoN leads
the European network of re
searchers, called Nanoforum
(http://www.nanoforum.org).
as well as working closely with
governments, universities,
researchers, and companies
worldwide on micro and
nanotechnology.
You can find more informa
tion
regarding
Nanotechnology and the suc
cess of the research as well
as the various types of re
search
at
http://
www.nano.org.uk/ion.htm,
http://www.nano.gov, http://
www.iop.org/EJ/ioumal/09574484.

Industry Gets Alabama Jobs
By Joanne Eskreis

Write a letter to the
Editor.

(about the width of a human
hair) and about 30 microns
wide.
"Each
of
these
microcantilvers have a mate
rial that is sensitive to vari
ous chemicals. If even a very
small amount of a chemical
agent is evident, then it
chemically binds itself to the
cantilever, causes a stress
differential and the cantilever
bends as a result," said
Nordin. The bend is as small
as 10 nanometers, a very
small movement, but one
that can be detected by a
light beam that reflects off the
altered cantilever. When a
certain amount of cantilevers
have light deflected from their
surface, a warning signal is
then generated and is trans
mitted by some type of com
munication device.
UAH researchers are
seeking ways to retain the
phontonic ability to monitor
a deflection as small as 10 na
nometers and provide a
"read out" mechanism. UAH
researchers have finished
the optical design for a firstgeneration read out mecha
nism and have completed the
first
generation
of
microcantilever design.
Computer modeling shows
the UAH design will work,
but more time and money will
be necessary to develop a
demonstration. Once it is de
veloped, Nordin said hun
dreds of these could be used
in a wide range of locations
especially in the high-risk ar-

The automotive industry
in the area has been in
creased with the opening of
new plants in Alabama that
have provided a large num
ber of jobs for Alabamians. A
survey was conducted to see
how our state has grown due
to the large number of new
automotive plants opening.
This survey of the auto
motive manufacturing indus
try included 207 companies
that reported employment of
31,197 workers during 2003,
which is up 3.4 percent from
2002. Researchers from the
Office for Economic Develop
ment at UAH predict strong
growth for the industry dur
ing the next two or three
years.
"The automotive industry
is already a vital part of our
state's economy, and there is
an indication it will provide
substantially more jobs for
Alabamians in the next few
years," said Alabama's Gov
ernor, Bob Riley.
"There were 34 new
plants established in Ala
bama during 2003 in addition
to the 13 plants added dur
ing 2002. We expect employ

ment at these plants will grow
significantly as companies
ramp up to full production,"
said UAH researcher Greg
Harris.
Automotive manufactur
ers reported assembly pro
duction of 240,000 vehicles
in Alabama last year. Within
five years, those numbers are
expected to more than triple
to 760,000 by the year 2008.
Fifty-four automotive
companies participated in
the research, representing 70
percent of Alabama's total
industry workforce. Trucks
were the overwhelming
transportation mode of
choice, accounting for nearly
96 percent of all shipments.
With the automotive in
dustry on the rise, what does
this do for our roads? With it
growing so rapidly, not only
is it providing jobs and taxes
to help the economy but it
also increases traffic, as well
as wear and tear on the
roads.
UAH Researcher Jim
Hutcheson said, "Future au
tomotive growth will impact
already congested areas in
cluding Interstates I-10,120/
59 and 1-65. The evidence
suggests that as capacity

grows, there may be ship
ping/receiving challenges at
suppliers in all tiers."
Harris said, "Now that the
future shipping requirements
have been determined, we are
seeking innovative solutions
to prevent congestion. We
need to create more detailed
projections of traffic patterns,
identify major problem areas
and potential bottlenecks,
and most importantly, explore
alternative truck routes and
modes of transportation."
Alabama Automotive
Manufacturers Association
(AAMA) conducted the
study to follow the path of the
rise. The 2003 study con
cluded that direct jobs have
increased to 31,197 up from
30,180 in 2002. The number of
plants increased to 207 up
from 162 in 2002. Thirty-two

plants were new to Alabama.
It has also increased to a $1-3
billion annual payrollAAMA's study reflected on
employment at the end of last
year, which showed at least
7.000 jobs. The study pro
vides a look at the growth his
tory of Alabama's automotive
industry, in which growth was
charted from 17 companies in

AUTOonpagell
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Science &Technology
Storage Method May Speed Fuel Cells to The Market
By David Hewitt
For the past few years,
there has emerged among
the energy and automotive
industries a buzzword called
the "Hydrogen Economy."
The critical technology to
enable this new economy
would be fuel cells that pro
duce electricity by tapping
the energy given off when
combining hydrogen and
oxygen to make water. First
utilized in NASA's manned
Gemini missions and used
since then in Apollo and the
Space Shuttle, hydrogen
fuel cells are nothing new.
The technology has ad
vanced far enough in the 40
years since Gemini that fuel
cells are becoming small and
efficient enough to be able
to power automobiles. Some

visionaries foresee a time
where hydrogen will replace
automobiles powered by fos
sil fuels, hence the buzzword.
There would be no harmful
emissions from a car pow
ered by hydrogen, just water
vapor.
A big problem for fuel cells
that utilize pure hydrogen is
the storage of the volatile
gas. When some people think
of hydrogen, they immedi
ately imagine the zeppelin
Hindenberg being consumed
in flames fed by hydrogen
fuel. Currently, the safest way
to deliver hydrogen to fuel
cells is to store the hydrogen
in compounds derived from
fossil fuels. A chemical pro
cess breaks down the mol
ecules of the hydrocarbon
fuel and sends the hydrogen
into the fuel cell. This method
of course, does nothing to

end dependence on oil as a
power source. Hydrogen is
the smallest atom, and in its
molecular form, needs the
largest storage volume of any
gas for a given pressure. Au
tomotive companies around
the world have been devel
oping fuel cell cars, and many
different storage methods are
being utilized. One way is to
pressurize the hydrogen into
gas cylinders at extremely
high pressures for maximum
storage capability. This
method has some running
scared though, for if in an
accident, the tank is punc
tured, there could be very
dangerous results.
A promising and uncon
ventional new method of hy
drogen storage has come out
of research in the past few
years. Glass may be the new
safe way to store this highly

flammable gas. The form this
glass takes is in hollow
microspheres. At just over 50
micrometers in diameter and
less than 1 micrometer thick,
it is almost counterintuitive
to think this can be safe.
What makes glass brittle is
tiny microscopic flaws that
propagate across normal
glass. Microspheres are
smaller than these flaws, and
therefore are up to 100 times
stronger than conventional
glass. By treating the glass
with chemicals and subject
ing it to heat, the spheres
become porous and allow a
small amount of hydrogen
through. When filled, the
process is reversed, and what
is left is a miniature pressure
vessel that would be much
less worrisome if broken. A
major breakthrough made recently by researchers at

Alfred University in New York
has been the use of light to
be the heat source to allow
the hydrogen to pass
through the glass. The re
searchers have found that by
varying the intensity of light,
the amount of hydrogen re
leased increases with inten
sity. This would allow for a
car to accelerate or slow
down, with the light source
acting like the valve on a cur
rent gasoline fuel injector.
Using
this
glass
microsphere method, hydro
gen could be stored in a tank
inside of millions of tiny pres
sure vessels. If the car got
into an accident and the tank
was ruptured, there would be
no
explosion,
only
microspheres spilling out
onto the ground. When it
comes time to refuel, a
vacuum at a hydrogen filling

station would suck up all the
empty microspheres for re
use.
Newly
filled
microspheres would then be
put back into the tank and the
car would be again filled up.
More work needs to be
done in this arena, and re
searchers are discovering
better ways to utilize
microspheres. It is interesting
to note that a new use has
been found for this form of
glass. The American Society
of Civil Engineers Concrete
Canoe also uses glass
microspheres as aggregate in
concrete. The UAH Concrete
Canoe team has had boxes full
of potential hydrogen stor
age devices for many years
and not even known it. It may
well be that this method will
enable fuel cell cars to run
sooner than was previously
thought.

Data From Weather Balloons Reaffirms Satellites
By Joanne Eskreis
Weather balloons are sent
up twice daily to measure the
atmosphere from approxi
mately 1,100 locations
worldwide. The balloons are
the primary source of data
above the ground. They pro
vide valuable input for com
puter forecast models, local
data for meteorologists to
make forecasts and predict
storms, and data for
research. Computer models
that forecast the weather rely
on weather balloon data,
which is used by all forecast
ers worldwide, from National
Weather Service meteorolo
gists to your local TV
weatherman. Without this in
formation, accurate forecasts
beyond a few hours would be
almost impossible. NOAA
satellites gather climate data
and some of this information

is processed at UAH. Using
weather balloons, a new
study is being used to com
pare the data received from
weather balloon to that of
weather satellites, thus test
ing the accuracy of these
satellites.
Dr. John Christy is a pro
fessor at UAH in the Atmo
spheric Science Department
and also the director of the
Earth System Science Cen
ter here at UAH. UAH and
other groups used different
techniques to analyze the
data collected by different
methods about long-term
climate trends over the past
25 years. Trends are differ
ent within the different tro
pospheres. Middle tropo
sphere warming trends are
less than the warming seen
in the lower troposphere be
cause the middle readings
include part of the strato
sphere, which has been

cooled for the past 25 years
due to both ozone depletion
and an increase in carbon di
oxide. Christy and William
Norris, a senior research sci
entist at UAH, decided to use
balloon "radiosonde" data
provided by the National Cli
mate Data Center in North
Carolina to test the accuracy
of the UAH satellite dataset.
"Fortunately, we use ex
actly the same processing
techniques to create both the
mid-troposphere and the
lower troposphere UAH
datasets. And the lower tro
posphere data come from a
layer of the atmosphere
where balloon data is much
more reliable," said Christy.
"In comparing the datasets,
we found a slightly greater
difference in the trends in the
Southern Hemisphere than in
the Northern Hemisphere. If
there was a problem with our
data, it should show up more

readily in the Southern Hemi
sphere."
Balloons provide a useful
benchmark for checking sat
ellite data, since both instru
ments collect temperature
data through a deep layer of
the atmosphere. By this com
parison, scientists are able to
prove the accuracy of the
data rather than using read
ings from climate models,
which have been proven to
be conflict with both the bal
loon and satellite readings.
For example, with measure
ments taken at approximately
5 miles high, the dataset pro
vided by the weather balloon
showed the atmosphere
warming only half as fast as
temperatures at the surface.
Conversely, computer mod
els show the opposite should
be happening.
"These observations tell
us that the theoretical under
pinnings of climate models

are evidently missing some
thing important about the
way heat is transferred be
tween the surface, the atmo
sphere, and space. Climate
models suggest that the tro
posphere should warm faster
than the surface, typically
between 1.1 and 1.4 degrees
Celsius in the troposphere for
every one degree on the sur
face, if this warming is due to
increased carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere," said
Christy.
Christy said, "We know
carbon dioxide has increased
in the atmosphere, but the
atmosphere's response is dif
ferent from what our theoreti
cal understanding suggests
it should be. The warming in
the deep layer of the atmo
sphere is more modest than
what climate models have
suggested."
The balloon flights, which
can last for about 2 hours.
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can drift as far as 125 miles
away and can rise up to over
100,000 ft. (about 20 miles) in
the atmosphere. The bal
loons are made of latex or
synthetic rubber (neoprene)
and are filled with either hy
drogen or helium. The sides
are about 0.051 mm thick be
fore release and will be only
0.0025 mm thick at typical
bursting altitudes. They mea
sure out about 6 ft. wide be
fore release and expand as
they rise to about 20 ft. in
diameter. These balloons
carry an instrument package
called a radiosonde that is
attached to the balloon to
measure pressure, tempera
ture, and relative humidity as
it ascends up into the
atmosphere. These instru
ments will often endure tem
peratures as cold as -139°F (95°C), relative humidity from
0% to 100%, air pressure only
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Mooneyham Takes Over Charger Baseball Squad
By Ronak Patel
Sports Editor

UAH Athletics Director
did not have to travel far to
name the successor to David
Keel, former Charger's skip
per, who left the program to
concentrate on his family and
business ventures. As a mat
ter of fact, all Harris had to
do was take a glance down
the Charger dugout to name
the new leader.
Lowell Mooneyham, 32,
was introduced as the Charg
ers' new skipper in a press
conference in the Varsity

Room of Spragins Hall in late
June, and he could not have
been more pleased.
"I thank God for the abil
ity to get here," the exCharger assistant said during
the press conference. "I
would like to thank President
(Frank) Franz and Mr. Harris
(AD) for the opportunity of
leading Charger baseball."
Mooneyham
is
no
stranger to the Charger base
ball squad. He has been here
since 1996, which was the first
year of the baseball program.
In addition to that, he was
also the UAH squad member
who made to the NCAA tour-

Public Service Announcement

nament in 1998—a first in the
program's history.
During his playing days,
he was coached by Bobby
Pierce, who is now the skip
per at Troy State and served
as a mentor to Mooneyham.
"I think the world of
Bobby Pierce and if it wasn't
for Pierce, I wouldn't be
here," Mooneyham said.
The new coach also men
tioned Keel as a positive in
fluence on his career.
"Dave (Keel)'s leadership
qualities were outstanding
and he was a good friend,"
Mooneyham said. "His
shoes will be big to fill, but
I'm ready for the challenge."
Mooneyham won't be
alone in his challenge; he
also announced the coaching
staff that will aid him in the
new era of Charger baseball.
TJ Orr will be the lead assis
tant and recruiting coordina
tor. Ryan Hall will serve as the
assistant recruiting coordi
nator and will work with the
middle infielders. Blake Bone
will be the hitting coach in

addition to coaching the cor
ner infielders. Finally, David
Yeager, who will be the
strength and conditioning
coach, has experience with
the Major League's Arizona
Diamondbacks. Also, Orr,
Hall, and Bone were all exCharger standouts and will
bring a wealth of experience
to the table.
In addition to naming his
coaching staff, Mooneyham
also stated that his goal on
the field is to "play for the
National Championship." He
also added, "We (UAH) want
to compete against the best
of Division II."
Mooneyham, having
played for Pierce and coached
under Keel, will implement
their philosophies and intri
cate those with his teachings
of the game, but Mooneyham
insisted he won't stray from
the status quo.
"We will not make abrupt
changes and will stay near to
what has been good to us."
More
importantly,
Mooneyham placed an even

Lowell Mooneyham, pictured here, was named the i
skipper of the UAH Chargers.

higher emphasis on "off the
field" work.
"Our number one priority
for the men (of the team) is
that they will graduate from
here with a degree,"

Mooneyham said. "We
demand excellence in
classroom and that will 1
to good things, on and ofl
field."
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Huntsville Community
Chorus Association, Inc.
Von Braun Center
Playhouse
700 Monroe Street, SW
Huntsville, Alabama
30 - 31 July 2004, 7:30 p.m.
31 July - 1 August 2004, 2:00 p.m.
matinees
5 - 7 A u g u s t 2 0 0 4 , 7:30 p.m.
7 August 2004, 2:00 p.m. matinee
Through the Tennessee Valley's
Premier Presentation directed by
James Edward Zielinski, experience
the culmination of the earthly ministry
of Jesus of Nazareth (Glenn
Humphrey) in Sir Tim Rice and Sir
Andrew Lloyd Webber's acclaimed
masterpiece..."JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR!"

Regular Updates
Campus News.
Isnt it about time you
brought something to
the conversation.
Daily Weather.
Now that you're going
out. Umbrella? Coat?
Flood gear?
Calendar.
Rnd something to do.
See what"s going down
on and off campus.

Must See Features
Movie Listings.
Go check out that new
flick before someone
tells you how it ends.
Cash for College.
Sure, college life costs
money. We'll even help
you find scholarships.
Careers.
Search for the perfect
job or internship, then
submit your resume.

www.uahexponent.cot
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Freshmen Experience the Compass Orientation 2004
quainted.
The first session begins
at 7:30 am with breakfast at
Incoming UAH freshmen the Charger Cafd. Students
and their families are invited are required to take their math
to begin their college adven placement test and, later, their
ture with Compass Orienta English placement test after
tion 2004. Two sessions are
an opening session detailing
scheduled per student: one the events of the day. The
for students to attend alone freshman simulation is pro
and another for the student vided in between the two
and his or her family to ac tests to give the students a
company them.
break, and then they move
Compass Orientation, be onto lunch.
ginning on the Sunday of
The Co-op office pre
each scheduled session, sents the benefits of the Co
starts out with the student op program in a session after
checking into housing at lunch. They leam about em
Central Campus Residence ployment opportunities and
Hall to experience living in the how to register with them.
dorms. Orientation begins at The faculty goes to the UC
the UC where an appointed
to meet the students and an
staff gives a brief overview swer questions about the pro
of college life and answers gram. They will be trans
questions. The first night is ported to the colleges of their
an icebreaker to welcome stu major where they will meet
dents, show a video of UAH with the dean. Advising and
college life, and provide the registration is set up in each
students with an Organiza college for the remainder of
tions Fair. The fair gives stu the day.
dents an opportunity to learn
Families are invited to join
more about the clubs and or in the Compass Program for
ganizations that UAH has to two days to experience the
offer. Also included in this opportunities with their child.
evening of events is informa During this program, some of
tion about the Honors Pro the same events take place to
gram. Counselors join the show the parents what the
students by participating in child experienced as well as
social activities for the rest answer any questions their
of the evening, with the UAH parents may have. A tour of
Charger Cafe providing din the campus is provided dur
ner for the students and a ing this session, and Delois
chance for them to get ac- Smith hosts a social hour to

By Joanne Eskreis

mix and mingle. UAH stu
dents give parents an over
view of what life is like here,
which eases their minds. Fi
nancial Aide, Campus In
volvement, the Bookstore,
and Registration all discuss
their policies and involve
ment. At the end of the stu
dent/family session. Campus
Safety, Athletics, and Career
services present their indi
vidual roles and how they
serve the.
During the two days of
each session, the entire cam
pus comes together to make
the incoming freshman feel
welcome and at ease when
they come back to begin their
college experience.Students
and their families meet the

people that will be looking
after them while they are here
as well as guiding them as
they seek to gain the knowl
edge for their future careers.
Making students, as well as
their family, aware of who is
the appropriate individual for
each area will give a peace of
mind to all. Families see the
complete picture of college
life here at UAH, and we get
to show them how each
Freshman's experience will be
a positive and profitable one.
The Compass Orientation E
Program schedule and addi- ^
tional information is available J
online
at
http:// >•
www.uah.edu/orientation/ o
dates.php.
g

Incoming UAH freshmen and their families are invited to begin their college adventure with Compass Orientation
2004. Two sessions are scheduled per student: one for students to attend alone and another for the student and his
or her family to accompany them.

Fahrenheit 9/11 Purporting Myths or Facts?
By Derek Chris
Managing Editor

When I first went to see
the new film by director
Michael Moore, Fahrenheit
9/11,1 had in mind to do an
objective film review for the
readers of this paper. How
ever, after watching it, I am
convinced that no one could
write a truly objective review
of this movie. Touted by the
director of the film and oth
ers as being a documentary, I
am not quite comfortable call
ing it that per se. If anything,
I would be more apt to call it
"info-tainment,"
with
Michael Moore adding his
opinion to the fray of politi
cal pundits as a counter
weight to many voices of the
far right, such as Rush
Limbaugh and Ollie North.
Now don't get me wrong,
it's a damn good movie for
what it is; that's the only way
to describe it. I have been
watching Michael Moore's
work for quite a while, start
ing with his debut film called
Roger and Me, on through
to his present works. In fact,
I even have a book that was
autograghedb^JiimM

to me while I was deployed
in the Persian Gulf. Still
present in his newest film are
the typical "Moore-isms"
that anyone familiar with his
work would expect. Things
such as confronting Con
gressional members on the
streets of Washington DC.
reading the USA Patriot Act
from an ice cream truck, and
his guerrilla-style camera
work are definitely reminis
cent of his earlier works. Some
parts of the film will make you
laugh; some parts may make
you cry. Some parts will fill
you with disgust, and others
with outrage. It is certainly an
emotional roller coaster of a
film
I won't go into the nu
merous arguments as to why
or why not Michael Moore's
assertions in the film are valid
or not. I have my own opin
ions about the film, some of
which will be shared here, but
overall, there is just too way
much controversy over the
factual claims of the film to
go into at length here. The
funny thing is that had
Michael Moore presented
the movie going public with
a film that was expertly researched and tediously docu

mented, what he would have War. It is a startling sequence
ended up with is a true 'docu and very effective. I have
mentary' that would have never been in support of the
fallen flat at the box office and decision to invade Iraq, but I
done little more than preach have a hard time believing
to the choir already in his that the majority of the people
camp. However, that's not in Iraq were so blissfully en
Moore's style, and it never joying themselves up until
really has been. Instead, the bombs started dropping.
Moore is very skilled at caus I doubt that the people who
ing the audience to infer cer have been historically op
tain ideas without having to pressed by the Baathist re
directly suggest such things gime were having such a
to the audience. Using pow good time either. (No, I don't
erful and moving camera im advocate forced regime
ages and sound bites, Moore change if the country is no
knows how to hit an audi direct threat to the United
ence hard, and he does it well States.)
in this film. The genius of
This is but one example of
Moore is that he usually does the selective footage in which
give the audience the truth, Moore uses in order to make
just not all of it some times to his point. Another example
varying degrees, and he ex was when Moore was asking
pertly mixes camera images a Congressman if he would
with music overlays, and sign his own kid up in the
scenes from vintage TV Marine Corps to go to Iraq
shows that imply a certain since he voted for the reso
assertion without actually lution to go to war. The Con
saying it.
gressman quickly turned his
For example, there is a head to Moore with the most
controversial part of the film
bedazzled expression you
that shows Iraqi kids flying could imagine. It was a very
kites, people chatting in brisk sequence and moved
cafes, families holding wed onto the next topic quickly. It
was extremely funny, but the
ding parties, etc., and then
the bombs start dropping, fact of the matter is that the
marking the start of the Iraq ^^CongressmanMtha^he^aske^^

in that particular sequence
actually has no kids. Is there
anything wrong with this?
No, I don't think so. Like I
said, I consider it info
tainment. It is the responsi
bility of the viewers to evalu
ate the film for themselves,
and decide their position ac
cordingly. However, I think
that anyone who has just the
slightest interest in this
year's election or cares about
the situation in Iraq would be
better off to see this film, if
anything, just to stay in
formed of the controversy
over the matter. It also shows
interviews and footage of the
war in Iraq that the networks
usually don't show us.
Also, I feel that to be
president of this great coun
try of ours, the one to hold
that high office should be
among the best and bright
est that America has to offer.
The portrait painted of Bush
in this film is unflattering to
say the least. One part of the
film that particularly dis
turbed me was Bush's imme
diate reaction to the Septem
ber 11,2001, attacks while he
was in a Florida classroom
with elementary school kids.
He got word that the first

plane hit the World Trade
Center and he continued with
his "photo op" as Moore
called it. When he got word
of the second plane hitting
the WTC, and that the coun
try was under attack. Bush
continued to sit there for ap
proximately seven minutes
reading a child's book and
seemed like he was scared
and out of control and not
sure what to do. I honestly
don't know what I would
have expected from him, but
it would seem to me that the
leader of world's most pow
erful nation would spring to
his feet and take charge of the
situation as best as possible
on that fateful day instead of
sitting there thumbing
through a kid's book while
his aides looked confused
and impatient.
Moore has been accused
of distorting facts and hav
ing outright lies in the film.
He is attempting to counter
this criticism by setting up a
"war room" in which accusa
tions against his film are
fielded to his panel of fact
checkers and supposedly re
sponded to in some way. I will
admit though, that anyone

CHRISonpaqell

Want to rant? Write a letter to the editor.
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Boyfriends and
Girlfriends Go Bye Bye in
the Summer
By Shonneky Langham
Entertainment Editor
What is with summer and relationships? It seems
that as soon as hot weather hits, lovers go there
separate ways. Perfect couples split for no apparent
reason. Small transgressions become unforgivable
mistakes. Boys call their girls and tell her he needs
space. Why does trouble in paradise seem so ap
parent in the hot summer months? I ask this ques
tion because I have gotten at least three phone calls
in the past week from friends whose partners have
decided they needed a break. One of my girlfriends,
sobbing uncontrollable on the phone, said her rela
tionship seemed fine to her. Over and over she yelled
that she didn't understand. "Poor thing" I thought.
She just doesn't get it. Nothing has to be wrong for
your relationship to go south at this time of the
year. The only real explanation for the dissolution
of even epic love stories is the season itself. There
I've said it: Summer kills good relationships.
Why? I know that's what you're thinking. How
does that happen? What exactly goes on in the heads
of all the lovers out there? To get the answers to
this question I decided to go ask the left behind
partners. The answers were brutally honest and
fairly surprising.
First I want to say I got better answers from the
males than the females. Many of the women who
left their guys alone for the summer often claimed
that they felt "smothered" by their relationships. A
couple of the girls wanted the freedom to hang out
with their other friends and take advantage of their
newly single state to sample the variety out there, if
you know what I mean. None of the girls said that
they had problems with the guys themselves. They
just wanted a little time away from their loved ones.
Most of them even went so far as to say that when
it got cold outside and she wanted to cuddle again,
she'd love to have her boyfriend back. For the time
being, none of the girls were having it.
Males, on the other hand, were quite different.
Women tended to say that they just wanted to be
free from the relationship for a while. On the other
hand men tended to cite the abundance of other
girls to kick it with as their main motivation for ditch
ing their girlfriends. A close friend of mine (I won't
name him because he would kill me and his girl
friend might read this) says that he "cannot resist"
all those other hotties in those short skirts and
(barely there) tank tops. A few other of my guy
friends say that summer makes every thing seem
more carefree and that being in a relationship where
you feel "obligated to do things with your girl all
the time" just didn't fit in.
The break-ups seemed to fit a specific pattern
too. The couples were less likely to break up if they
lived in the same town. However if you and your
loved one lived in different towns chances are your
boyfriend is only your boyfriend during the school
year. That should come as no surprise to those of
us who have loved and lost when the summer se
mester came and our partners went away.
So there you have it. Summer can spell doom for
our relationships; even the very best ones. That's
why I urge you folks out there, girls and guys alike,
to expect the unexpected when summer comes. I
hope all your relationships go well and aren't the
victims of summer syndrome but if it has happened
to you don't trip! Once fall hits and the weather
gets a little cooler your baby will be back and ready
for things to pick up where they left off. In the mean
time get out there! See and be seen! Go to the mov
ies and hit the clubs. Take a road trip with your
friends. Just don't sit there and mope away a per
fectly good season. Who knows? You might just
find something out there that you like better and
then when your baby comes back you may or may
not even want him...or her.

Entertainment
Where or When A Novel Review
By Shonneky
Langham
Entertainment Editor

I broke from my summer
reading tradition when I read
this book. I don't know why
I was surprised at all the
heavy intensity in this novel.
Anita Shreve after all, wrote
it. Shreve is a wonderful au
thor but she writes books that
often deal with life, love and
intensity of emotion that
usually only happens to
older, more experienced
people. The jacket of the
novel described it as a "con
temporary romance" so I fig
ured it wouldn't be too deep
or dark to qualify as summer
reading. However, I was ter
ribly wrong.
Where or When is a novel
about the rekindling of a re
lationship between a middleaged man and woman, both
of Avhen just happen to be
married to other people. One
morning, 44-year-old Charles
Callahan is quietly reading
the newspaper when he runs
across a picture of a woman
he hasn't seen for 30 years.
The young couple met for
one week during summer

camp when they were both
14 years old. The woman, Sian
Richards (pronounced Sean)
is a published poet and has
been married for the past
twelve years. Charles is so
overcome when he sees
Sian's photo that he impul
sively decides to send Sian a
letter. Thus begins a corre
spondence that quickly esca
lates to a meeting, which
quickly becomes something
much more than a casual af
fair.
The big question is: did I
like this novel? Well as a
story, I thought this novel
sucked more than a vacuum.
Reading it is like watching a
train wreck but in very slow
motion. They are so in love
that the couple's behavior
borders on obsession.
Charles doesn't eat or sleep
when he isn't with Sian. Sian
neglects her husband, her
child, and her work when she
hasn't heard from Charles. By
the way, Charles sends Sian
letters everyday and while
standing in line at the post
office he unbuttons his shirt
and stuffs it into a package
with 5 other townspeople
standing behind him wonder
ing what the hell he's doing.
To readers who are less fa

miliar with this kind of pas
sion, scenes like the one pre
viously-mentioned lose their
poignancy and seem to be
more baffling than moving.
The book is full of moments
like these, where good sense
takes a backseat to more pru
dent behavior. It's in these
scenes that readers may feel
(and I certainly felt) that
Shreve may have written this
novel for more mature read
ers who may have become
disillusioned with their lives
and wish to go back to sim
pler times and less compli
cated lives.
One thing I really can't
complain about is the tech
nical skill Ms. Shreve dis
plays with her writing.
Shreve's writing is stylish
and sparse. The fact that she
can portray the couple's love
with such intensity is a tes
tament to her ability to craft
her words into pictures. Even
thought she uses a lot of
flowery language, Shreve still
makes the story feel like po
etry. She conveys the fever
ish emotion, the unbalanced
obsession, in such a way that
the readers feel as drained as
the desperate lovers must be.
While my complaints about
the story are many, my cri

tique is not with the writing.
If there are any aspiring writ
ers reading this article, do
yourself a favor and study
the way Shreve uses a few
words to display a wealth of
emotion. Sometimes reading
authors who are masters at
their craft and emulating thenstyle is better than a thou
sand creative writing
courses.
While I have generally
panned this novel I want to
say that it has much more to
do with the story itself than
with Anita Shreve as an au
thor. I have read other books
by her and have loved the
way she uses words. Unfor
tunately, Where or When
doesn't do the author's
storytelling abilities any jus
tice. Her writing ability, how
ever, is not in question. De
spite its heavy plot line and
narrow audience appeal
Shreve shouldn't hang her
head in shame about this one.
No, I didn't like the story and
as far as summer reading
goes this one should not be
on the list. Don't count
Shreve out altogether,
though. Try another one of
her books and give this great
author a chance to redeem
herself.

Jesus Christ Superstar! in H uritsvilie
A Public Service
Announcement

Through the Tennessee
Valley's Premier Presenta
tion directed by James Ed
ward Zielinski, experience
the culmination of the
earthly ministry of Jesus of
Nazareth (Glenn Humphrey)
in Sir Tim Rice and Sir An
drew Lloyd Webber's acc
l
a
i
m
e
d
masterpiece..."JESUS
CHRIST SUPERSTAR!"
Inspired by the Gospels
and seen through the
slightly opaque-colored
glasses of Judas Iscariot
(Julian Rojas), this Rock
Opera traces the final seven
days in which Jesus walked
as Man, from his triumphant
Palm Sunday arrival in
Jerusalem through his be
trayal, Passion, and crucifix
ion. Featuring such beloved
tunes as "I Don't Know How
to Love Him" and the stir

ring title theme, this mesmer
izing theatrical experience fo
cuses on the human aspects
of its principals, enmeshed in
a spiritual, political, and emo
tional tug-of-war that pits
Judas, Pontius Pilate (Ron
Roberts), Herod (Jay Poff)
and the high priests of
Jerusalem against the
Apostles, Mary Magdalene
(Karen Young), and the com
passionate man hailed as the
Messiah of Judea.
Its arresting score - trium
phant, tender, fervent, ethe
real - vigorously propels
"SUPERSTAR" from the
stratosphere to the heart,
embracing a greater love and
ultimate sacrifice that remain
compelling...even after the
passage of two thousand
years! Tickets are $20 for
Adults and $15 forStudents,
Seniors, and Active Military
with a valid I.D. Group Rates
are available. For tickets,
contact HCCA at (256) 5336606, or check out
www.thechorus.org

Try not to turn on to problems that upset you"
sings Mary Magdalene (Karen Young) to Jesus (Gler
Humphrey). Interestingly, Humphrey and UAH Employe
Young are husband and wife!

SGA wants to hear your opinion.

••••••••••
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The Complete History of America Abridged Entertains
By Barbara Adams
Mother Nature's fire
works were a perfect back
ground setting for the deliciously comedic. The Com
plete History of America
Abridged, by the Reduced
Shakespeare Company, con
sisting of Adam Long, Reed
Martin and Austin Tichner.
With the threat of an emi
nent, full blown thunder
storm hovering over the
Huntsville Botanical Gar
dens, and a heavy humidity
that begged for a breeze,
brave theater patrons were
treated to a mini-lesson of
America's diverse past.
Originally, the play was to be
performed on a lovely,
grassy, park-like setting, per
fect for the picnic that all
brought to enjoy before the
performance. However, as a
summer rain loomed on the
horizon, wisdom dictated
that the play be performed

under an impressive, domed
pavilion, which was much
more comfortable and cozy,
with its picnic table benches,
and less buggy, cement floor.
A table was set up to the right
of the stage area that patri
otically offered red wine,
white wine, some kind of blue
bug juice, and of course, the
all American "Fruit of the
Gods" beer. From the Vikings
to the current president,
George Bush, the history of
the United States of America
took a 90 minute detour that
seemed totally appropriate
for the beginning of the
Fourth of July weekend.
Though she had per
formed as an actress in the
ater productions, this was
Kim Parker's directorial debut
for the Renaissance Theatre,
and what better way to be
driven completely mad than
to have your husband and
brother-in-law as two of the
three principal characters in
your first endeavor? Ms.

Parker's style is to create a
comical, fast paced gluttony
of information that allows
each of the men's strong char
acters to evolve naturally.
The minimalistqualities of the
costumes and props allowed
the trio to rapidly change into
their numerous characters.
Also, by using the natural
darkness of the evening,
combined with flickering,
canned lighting, the illusion
of a slide show was possible
at times.
The comical interaction of
Mark Parker, Phil Parker, and
Brandon Zeller is like watch
ing the Keystone Cops,
Three Stooges, and a trio of
history buffs, all rolled into
one homogenous trilogy of
laughs. Brandon Zeller, the
youngest of the troupe, has
the dubious honor of por
traying all the women's parts,
which he did with a flourish
of sashaying, gyrating hips
that would have made Mae
West envious. His rendition

of Lucille Ball is hilarious as
he hits every one of the ac
tress' trademark facial and
vocal expressions. He also is
the most comedic during the
Civil War segment, as he portrays the soldier with his
lower leg blown off. At one
point, there was a scene
changeover, and as the stage
opened, the lights lit up and
"caught" him chewing on a
toenail of the severed leg.
Mark Parker, the tall, sexy,
mustached, 40-something
character, was also very
funny. In the WWI scene,
his character is reminiscent
of John Cleese in Monte
Python's Flying Circus be
cause he exudes a conserva
tive, serious facade right be
fore he dons a bra filled with
colorful balloons over his
camouflaged, army jacket.
Phil Parker, the director's hus
band, is the glue that keeps
the story line together. His
job was to pull the other two
back into focus when chaos

reigns. He is hilariously melo
dramatic as the "Sam Spade"
character. His James Cagney
predatory stance and cocked
fedora gives his comedic per
formance clarity and believability.
From Amerigo Vespuci,
forced to explore new lands
to get away from his nagging
wife, to a rousing rendition
of the Andrews' Sisters'
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, to
a quick synopsis of current
events, including references
to a bobbing Monica and the
elusive grammar points of the
current president, George
Bush, the play has the audi

The new song, the title track
to this release, made me won
der once again at exactly what

When we first received
the new Metallica EP Some
Kind of Monster, which co
incides with a new documen
tary film they are doing, I was
excited to see that along with
the new track their live offer
ings were all from Kill Em All,
Ride the Lightning, Master
of Puppets and even the EP
No Life till Leather that came
before the band's first big re
lease when Megadeth's Dave
Mustane was still part of the
show.
Boy was I disappointed.

point Kirk Hammett forgot
how to play a real guitar solo.
Hammett made his mark as
one of the greatest guitarists
of our time, and even has an
appearance in the Guinness
book of World Records, but
lately it seems he either got
lazy or someone convinced
him that playing the rhythm
over and over counted as a
solo.
Every true Metallica fan (or
true metal fan I should say)
knows that the first four re
leases, those mentioned

above plus and Justice for
All, are their best work and
truly what made them the
band they are. The six live
cuts on Some Kind of Mon
ster were all played in Paris
last June, so perhaps the freak
European heat wave at that
time had some effect on the
music. The sound seemed to
be a poor reflection of
Metallica past, and James
Hetfield trying to speak
French just did not do it for
me. Robert Trujillo (or Cliff
Burton III) does not seem to
have quite meshed with the
band yet, and Hetfield's lyri
cal stylings were not even

close to what I have come to
expect.
This CD also contains
trailers for the upcoming
documentary of the same
name, which will apparently
hit theatres by summer's end.
My colleague here had it
nailed when he said it should
have been called Real World:
Metallica. Lars was perpetu
ally whining (imagine that),
James (who looks like a Re
venge of the Nerds outcast
these days) was just so
stifled, and Kirk was trying
to hold the band together
and be an example for the
other guys. It was apparently

PSA
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BIG SPRING

HUNT5VIUE ALABAMA
The Huntsville Heritage Foundation, sponsor of the
annual Big Spring Jam Music Festival, is again seeking
funding proposals from area 501(c)3 agencies. As in
previous years, a portion of the realized profits from
the September event will be distributed to non-profit
agencies in the area. In fact, the festival has contrib
uted more than $450,000 to local charitable organiza
tions in its 12 year history.
This year's event will be held on September 24,h
through the 26,h in and around Big Spring Park in down
town Huntsville. Non-profits selected as recipients
will be announced prior to the festival.
All proposals must be submitted electronically us
ing a set of forms developed by the Charity Selection
Committee. To get copies of the forms with instruc
tions, send an e-mail request to the Big Spring Jam
office at b.sioffice@bigspringiam.org. Completed pro
posals should be sent to the same e-mail address. The
proposal kit includes a checklist to guide non-profits
through the simple application process, an application
and charity guidelines. Again, all proposals must be
submitted electronically no later than August 27"', 2004.
No paper proposals will be accepted. For additional
information, contact the Big Spring Jam office at 256551 -2359 or e-mail to bsjoffice@bigspringiam.org.

PSA

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

TOP
TopTen Movies

TopTen Singles
1. "Burn" Usher
2. "Confessions Part II"
Usher
3. "Slow Motion" Juvenile
feat. Soulja Slim
4.'The Reason"
Hoobastank
5.'If I ain't got you" Alicia
Keys
6/1 Believe" Fantasia
7."Move Ya Body" Nina
Sky feat. Jabba
8.'Freek a Leek" Petey
Pablo
9."On Fire" Lloyd Banks
10.'Turn Me On" Kevin
Lyttle feat. Spragga Benz

l.Spiderman
2.Anchorman
3.King Arthur
4.Fahrenheit 9/11
5.The Notebook
6.White Chicks
7.Dodgeball: A true underdog story
8.The Terminal
9.Shrek 2
lO.The Sleepover

cestors, acknowledge the ex
istence of extenuating cir
cumstances and the fragility
of fate, while sending us
home with hope for tomor
row. This is one of the most
informative and funniest
plays I have seen in a long
time due to the talent of the
actors and the quality of the
play's content.

4THX
A UDITORIUMS

ence straining to lap up ev
ery nuance, every pun, every
quip. If the strength of their
performances could be col
lected in the puddles of their
sweat under the heat of the
lights, the three men would
have performed an ocean of
perfection. The tone, rhythm,
and flow of the cast explodes
with such humor, and a sur

Metallica Produces Some Kind of Nothing
By Chris Brown

prisingly totality of the sub
ject of American history that
it is easy to laugh at our an

well received at the Cannes
and London film festivals,
which makes me want to see
it even less.
I have never been this
hard on a Metallica album,
not even Reload,but at times
like these I begin to wonder
if the guys should just go
ahead and fade out and en
joy their huge piles of money.
I know many of you will buy
the album no matter what you
hear, because as a guitarplaying friend of mine admit
ted, you are sheep, but at
least now you've been
warned.

*Times valid
on Thursdays only

Anchorman
12:00, 1:00, 2:30,
3:15, 5:00, 5:30, 7:15,
7:30, 9:30, 10:00
King Arthur
12:00, 4:00, 7:00,

10:00
Spider-Man 2
11:30am, 1:00, 1:30,
2:15, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00,
7:00, 7:45, 8:10, 9:45,
10:30
Troy
1:00, 7:00
Garfield: The Movie
4:30, 9:55
Shrek 2
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30,
9:40
The Stepford Wives
7:15, 9:30
Two Brothers
1:15, 4:15
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Editorial

By Chris Brown
Editor-in-Chief
This week's edition is dedicated to Joanne Eskreis.
Joanne has been one of our hardest-working and most
dependable writers all year, and this issue is hers. She is
leaving us for a better opportunity at Vanderbilt, and
she will definitely be missed.
This is the fourth and final summer issue of the Expo
nent. This summer experiment has had a lot of trials and
a few tribulations. We have produced a newspaper on
schedule every other week, even if it meant editorial
staff writing everything or one writer being responsible
for the bulk of the content. The lack of diversity of writ
ers reflects some gaps in planning by me, but I think we
have set in motion some solutions that will make the
next summer issues better (assuming the next Editor-inChief decides to keep it up). The only other problem has
been the lack of advertising, and I have found out that
most of that is due to the economy. Things are looking
up for advertising though, and we should see some new
stuff for the fall.
I have been busy recruiting writers at every Com
pass Orientation session and we are getting a lot of
incoming freshmen that are interested in writing in a
variety of sections. I am looking forward to raising up a
new class of writers and seeing what they have to offer.
I am also looking forward to setting this system of re
cruitment in motion so that the Exponent consistently
has a large class of incoming writers every year. This
will hopefully create consistency in the diversity and
quality of the newspaper every year and never leave
new editorial staff with nothing to work with. I have
been working on new policies and procedures for ad
vertising as well, and I am basically trying to build a
foundation for a good paper that will grow into a great
paper and remain a great paper through every change in
administration. With hard work and a lot of help I hope
we can build that kind of legacy for The Exponent.
With every Compass session I go to for recruiting I
am struck by just how young the incoming students
look to me. I keep wanting to call them kids, even though
I know they are adults and even though I remember how
I felt about being called a kid as a seventeen year old
freshman. Since this paper will still be on the stands
when the "kids" get started here, I am going to give
some freshman advice from a guy who has been around
here a long time. Forgive me if this starts to sound like
Baz Luhrmann's Sunscreen Song.
Live in the dorms your first year if you can afford it,
even if you are from the area. I know you have already
made housing decisions by now, but some of the best
times I had in college were hanging out all night on the
CCRH seventh floor with people 1 had just met. Even
playing Starcraft until 5:00 AM on the network with three
other guys was a good time. Playing hallway golf or
hallway Frisbee is great, and nowhere else can you walk
down the hall and convince your buddies to take a daytrip out of the state on a whim just because you feel like
it.
Don't study too much. Don't neglect your classes,
but realize that most of what you will learn in college will
not be learned in the classroom. Get involved in some
clubs or organizations and have a good time. I learned
more in SEDS, ESC, SGA and the like than I ever did in a
classroom. If you have a choice between studying all
night and holding a 4.0 GPA, and getting involved, hav
ing a social life and holding a 3.2 GPA, take the 3.2 GPA.
For you engineers out there, don't turn into the guy that
has a 4.0 and doesn't know which end of a screwdriver
to hold onto - there are already more than enough gov
ernment workers like that.
Break up with your high school boyfriend/girlfriend.
You have gone different ways, you are both going to
change and you are going to meet a lot of great new
people. Date someone your freshman year if you like
but don't get too serious. Make friends with a diverse
group of people - getting to know lots of people just
like you is boring and won't teach you anything. Talk to
people you disagree with. Debate and discuss with
people with an open mind, and maintain respect for their
point of view. It is ok to change your mind, and it is also
ok to disagree. A wise man, Dr David Hampton, always
said to make your mistakes in college where people will
help correct you instead of making them as a profes
sional and never knowing.
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to the Editor

The deadline for letters to the editor is Sunday at midnight for the
issue to be published the following Thursday. Letters to the editor
will not be published anonymously. The Exponent will not edit let
ters for grammar, spelling, or punctuation. All letters are the ex
pressed opinion of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of The Exponent, staff members, or the University of Ala
bama in Huntsville

Dear Editor,
I finally got around to read
ing the article the Exponent
ran on Spaceship One's
flight, and 1 have to say I'm
disappointed because of the
following paragraph.
"The whole point of the
SpaceShipOne project has
been to prove out the feasi
bility of developing a manrated space vehicle on mod
est funding. It has been ru
mored that Paul Allen has in
vested at least $30 - $40 mil
lion of his own money into
the project. Another rumor is
that Mr. Allen himself will be
flying into space onboard his
spacecraft. Compared to the
billions that NASA has spent
on developing their manned
space programs, Scaled Com
posites' project has been a
proverbial drop in the bucket.
Safety has been a number one
priority, but low cost has also
been a driving factor. The
project has been built from
"off-the-shelf' commercial
H

technology. There's a local
connection as well. The hy
brid propulsion system for
the spaceship burning ni
trous oxide and rubber is a
direct
descendant
of
Huntsville's Project HALO
amateur sounding rockets.
The chief propulsion engi
neer was local rocketman Tim
Pickens, who was also chief
engineer for Project HALO."
This paragraph leads the
reader to believe that what
Rutan's team did is the same
thing as what NASA does,
and we both know they're
not even close. In fact, they
aren't even close to what
Shepard did on his first flight
(his alt. 115 mi). Don't get me
wrong, I'm excited about what
they were able to do, as is all
of NASA, but at the same
time we are aware of what they
really accomplished on the
money they spent. I think
UAH should be pointing out
these differences as an aero
space heavy school, espe

cially since the national me
dia chose to ignore them.
Just my 2 cents.
Scott Ringei
NASA Marshall Space Flight
Center
TD51 Engine Systems Engi
neering
Dear Editor,
I was sitting in Morton
Hall, waiting for my Japanese
Conversation Partners, and
happened to pick up The Ex
ponent. I was pleasantly sur
prised. Very nice little paper.
I especially liked your piece.
Never a Dull Moment.
Thank you for your intuitive
insight and clear thinking in
regard to Michael Moore and
his pathetic attempt at "fac
tual" art. And your handle
on Canadian politics was
hysterical. I come from Wis
consin, you know, the sub
urb of Canada, and what you
hear is only half as ridiculous
as it can get. Just try going
into a store up there some

time, and I dare you to get
service!
The other article that grabbed
me
was
Shonneky
Langham's. She should try
the Botanical Gardens this
weekend. The History of
America abridged is playing.
It's a lot of fun because ev
eryone brings a picnic with
wine or beer, and the play is
really funny. I'm taking a
Theatre Appreciation Telecourse so I seem to get
around. Please tell her that if
she isn't put off by adult hu
mor, Camping with Henry and
Tom, at the VBC, starts next
weekend. History buffs
would really like this because
it is supposedly based on real
events.
(http://
www.theatrehsv.org/)
Anyway, yacked more
than I should have. Just
wanted to let you know that I
really enjoyed the paper and
look forward to reading in the
future.
Barbara Adams

America" A Gift to the Community
By Sarah Perrin

At the mention of any
thing free, people will most
likely think back to the phrase
our parents and grandpar
ents no doubt reminded us
of a million times over, "If it
sounds to good to be true,
then it probably is." How
ever, once in every great
while, the odds are defied.
Such is the case for the an
nual "I Love America Con
cert"
presented
by
Whitesburg Baptist Church.
Celebrating somewhere in
between its 17,h and 20,h an
niversary (the church really
isn't sure) the concert has no
doubt become a Fourth of
July staple for many people.
And while the show is differ
ent every year, for the esti
mated 200 people on stage
and behind the scenes, the
idea is simple—to celebrate
the history of our country in
a place of worship, showing
that despite "the separation
of church and state" the two
are inevitably intertwined.
Political correctness and
ACLU aside, they have hit
the nail on the head.
Billboards advertising the
event went up nearly two
months prior to the week of
the Fourth and invited com
munity members to call for

free tickets. Free! They will
even mail them to you. The
performances were held in the
early evening at the church
from July 1 through July 3.
My family and I ordered tick
ets for the July 2 show and
heeded the printed advice of
arriving early. Because all
seats are general admission,
those with tickets may be
seated one hour prior to show
time, and those without, a half
hour prior.
We arrived approximately
twenty five minutes before
the show and were pleased
to find that parking was free
as well. Also, despite the
large crowd, we had no
trouble finding a space. Upon
entering the venue, each per
son received a program,
small American flag to wave,
and also a yellow ribbon car
magnet to honor our over
seas troops. These thought
ful touches were appreciated
by the adults, as well as the
children, who saw the good
ies as "souvenirs".
A hybrid between a sanc
tuary and auditorium, the two
tiered facility was so large
that there was plenty of seat
ing and most of the seats
have an excellent view. Once
inside, our eyes immediately
landed on the enormous
(over thirty feet tall) Ameri-

The annual "I Love America Concert
Whitesburg Baptist Church.

can flag that nearly swallows
the stage. Was it a backdrop?
Well, yes and no. It was back
drop to the actors, but home
to the 104 person choir. This
wooden wonder was a clev
erly devised system of risers
allowing six rows of singers
to literally be enclosed in the
flag. A special system of
stairs which was devised by
volunteer engineers, made it
simple for even seniors to
make it to the upper levels.
The evening began ap
propriately with a greeting
from Dr. Jimmy Jackson, the
pastor of the church. His af
fable nature and speech set a
relaxing mood as he declared,
"This concert is our gift to
the community." There were
no strings attached, no offerings requested, and no reli

presented

gious pressure. Few tin
have 1 felt so welcomed ii
Baptist church, and 1 used
be Baptist.
The program this yt
consisted of three acts. Thi
was a mixture of music, a
ing, and tech work, but it v
anything but amateur. Thi
was plenty of standard pal
otic fare, including the alw<
touching Armed Fore
Medley, but also Broadw
tunes such as "Americ
from West Side Story tl
were incorporated, thou
not in the context of t
shows from which they can
so that was a bit confusii
We traveled back in time
the Boston Tea Party and
lived the struggles and jc
of fellow Americans until •
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Opinion
Mv "Sweet Adieu" To UAH: Eskreis Says Good-Bye
i
.iMtVi other
.-.thpr going
ooine on around us. They
The\
It ihave worked with
world and taught me how to
will never forget.
have to understand the
editors,
but
Joseph
Terrell
By Joanne Eskreis
To my colleagues and the write. I am indebted to her
one.
and Derek Chris, this summer boundaries and how to keep
men in CME, thank you for and grateful. Dr. Robert James
1 was offered a job with
others from going over them.
brought me out of my shell. 1 has been exciting and reward
Vanderbilt in Athletics and your support and direction. I
Guys and girls, I am going to
ing
and
it
comes
from
work
look at my boss for all the took acting and wanted to bail
miss you and working with
Even though this is not making a huge increase. I got
ing
with
you
guys.
You
are
the first day but I stayed and
good things he has done for
you so much, you have no
my last article I will write for a transfer from my Huntsville
truly
an
inspiration
into
writ
me. He was the one who in now I'm not too shy to do
idea. I am just so thankful to
the Exponent, it is the last apartment to one in
ing
and
sharing
the
great
spired me to take classes, the anything, well, maybe not
one I'll probably see come Murfreesboro and now life
ness that comes from great know you and to have had
one who was there to help me "anything."
the chance to work with you.
out. It will be the last time I has taken a quick turn for me.
men and writers. I am so glad
But, most of all, I'll miss
if I needed it, and the one who
By
giving
it
over
to
Him
and
1 had the chance to work with (It is a good thing I am going
will run to the stands to pick
new I had a foot out of the The Exponent. This has got
not
allowing
myself
to
be
bit
you on the paper and get to out for Happy Hour tonight
up the Exponent to read my
net and just needed a push. to be the most meaningful
ter,
I
was
blessed
with
all
know you. Thank you for all and no one is here to see me
colleagues' articles as well as
We leave as friends and I thing 1 have ever done in my
these
amazing
new
feats.
My
your support through so so emotional!)
mine. I will miss that more
wish each of them success in life. No one realizes what
Thank you to all that
new
bosses
are
both
new
in
many things and just being
than you can imagine.
their research, lives and, goes on to put out a paper
shared
your stories with me
their
job
so
we
are
all
new
there. Thank you for helping
When I was asked to
hopefully, more raises peri and I really only know half of
and
allowed
me the chance
together.
And
in
Athletics,
I'll
me to put my articles in the
transfer or find something
it.
odically.
to
write
about
it. I learned so
get
tickets
to
the
games,
and
right form and the opportu
else I was hurt and felt be
Chris Brown, thank you
The students in the de
much
from
it
and
became ex
I
told
them
I
want
to
keep
a
nity to write so many.
trayed. I did not know where
partment were so much like for my first opportunity in my
tremely
interested
in the top
close
watch
on
the
football
I am the saddest for leav
to go or who to talk to about
my own kids, or let's just call dream career. You really
ics.
players
to
keep
them
out
of
it. I cried and it just felt like
turned this paper around and ing the Exponent and might
them little brothers and sis
There are so many people
just continue to write for the
everything was crumbling trouble. I will be glad to add
ters. (Don't want to make me made it the most exciting
here
at UAH that I have
list
of
responsibili
that
to
my
paper, even from Tennessee.
around me. I was not expect
sound too old.) We had great school newspaper I have
worked
with, communicated
ties.
And
since
the
job
is
It has been a privilege and
ing it, but now, looking back,
times and some became my ever seen. Your hard work
with,
and
grew to befriends
brand
new,
I
guess
I
can
do
pleasure to work with the
I am glad for it.
best friends. We spent a lot comes through in every is
with
on
a
colleague
level, stu
that.
I
won't
mind
the
extra
staff at the Exponent. No one
There was so much I
of time together and they sue. You are our leader and
dent
level,
and
as
a
friend. I
really understands what
wanted to say, but I was defi work.
helped me to restore my one that leads us all into
will
miss
you
all
so
much. I
I
plan
to
go
back
to
seek
goes into all that. With tak
nitely in emotional overkill so
youth, and helped me with my greatness. I am so thankful
leave
here
with
so
many
great
I figured I had better not. In ing out my education there
to you for all your help be ing classes and even work
homework.
memories
that
I
will
always
ing a job, these guys worked
stead I went home and prayed and get my degree in Com
For my educational expe yond the paper, with my
so hard to make this paper keep in my heart. I will never
and just gave it over to Him. munications at Vanderbilt.
rience, this is where I learned scholarship, making me put a
what it is—the best. Chris led forget the people that walked
The next day I came into work Yes, I'll be a 'Vandy' girl.
what I wanted to be when I poem in the paper, and then
into my life and grew to be
But the real reason I am
and just started immediately
the beautiful necklace that I this team and built the foun
grew up—a writer. Dr. Julie
come
a significant part of it.
seeking out employment else writing this is to say how Ferris is the first professor I
won for that poem. You dation to a successful news
To
all of you, thank you. I
paper. All the editors and staff
where. I even sent my resume much UAH and all the people
had in my entire life that I ac should run your own paper,
wish
you
many blessings in
step out beyond the student
to Vanderbilt, which within an I have worked with and tually, really learned more and I know it would be the
your
journey.
Just know,I will
hour they responded, and I played with here really made from than just what the cur most successful one. I hope world to make it come out on
be
remembering
you.
had a scheduled interview. a difference in my life. I really riculum designed for us. She you get back everything you time and to inform the UAH
community of everything
That was the beginning of a grew up here at UAH and guided me into that creational put into things.
walked
so
many
paths
that
I
coaster nde
—
roller coaster
ride that was out waixeu su •••»../ y
•

of control but was a pleasant

Social Seekers Need More Than A Dating Service
—

By Joanne Eskreis
Huntsville has a number

- — giuups ma! P.UV.UC
opportunities for its many

Hnnr fHHHl where you tv>be-

Sionals.
sionals.

'anto see"^ out a group
so I began to seek out a g
p

gin through an email and then
g ^ ^ a( a designated

stretched
to
fortysomething's, anyone can join

with a church. I join
singles group al ,he CJU

,

to meet new people. Huntsville Young Professionals

.

H

'Lmtnv of them,
l'°"s

J®

d

he

up

social seekers. People who
are seeking out more than a
simple dating service look for
ways to meet others but often do not know where to
look.
Most people usually join
church groups to meet o.hers outside of the work environmen,. There are single
eroups. separated and divorced groups, widowers,
and other religious groups to

'g
,°,

,.

with a numWe have ath„nr.v hours

movies' d,in"er S'
t

1,1:
holiday "Mm*and g
^gcthcrs amonjfhen^
over the as

,

7"! ^"r's life,
^/"^ys to
for each
of need and it

°
rewarding benefit
is the mosi r
&
of belong,ng to a group tot

When I first moved to
Huntsville I did not know

cal'ledHuntsvUle Happy

I have experienced.

Go
Try new things as often HPE hang g
g
• ^
as yussiDie.
possible. If
you've
never skydiving,
^
^
-a
n you
ve nevci
» on
,
^ smhi, „ it. ,f y„» arc to.=pleH
Goto fraand dance like
afraid of heights, take th

sponsors a number of events
throughout the year. The International Beer Party is fa-

relationship

meet people that share an interest. Most of these groups
have requirements in order to
belong.
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Friday night for
Hour. This group also

ation on

,.

,

mous and happens every
year, where everyone brings
a beer from another country
or stale to share. Other drinks
are made and it is a huge
^^
^ for
^^
^ ^

Although young
voung is
is
Although

(HYP) sponsored their first
social gathering on the roo top of a building in down
town Huntsville. Over 250
people came out to support
the group. Individuals that
transfer here from other
states, along
along with
with the
the locals,
states,
locals,

There are many groups
for men and women; married
and divorced, that enjoy the
pleasures of a fun experience
with others. Having fun and
enjoying life is the key to
having a long and happy one.
Having the right individuals
to share this with is also a key

factor.
In all of these groups it is
all of the wonderful individu
als who make them the trea
sure that tljey are. Even
circulate
haye ^
t
though they go to a social
^ meet
trendy ^
atmosphere of a bar or a party,
ials, luaus, pool parties, and
of Huntsville
they offer much more than
btrtoay/annivcrsa^ parties
Red Ha, Lad.es and Swee,
that. Friendships, relation
go on throughout the yea, Potato Queens are groups to
ships, direction, support, and
along with the rimal of Happy support women as they enter the aging process in a just belonging to something
Hour on Friday night. It is
with others that gives some
graceful and fun way. They
provided as an outlet to unthing back is what it is really
maintain their youth by hav
wind after a long week with
all about. It is not like going
wm
»
^
ing the mindset of a 20 year
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ old while they reach the mile to a bar to meet people or
choosing people that are in
stone of 50 years young.
ing formed for young profes-

c

College is the only
chance most people ever get

a

fool.

to really expand themselves
and break out of the mold.

The bottom line is to have
fun. Find things you like to
do and people you enjoy do
ing things with. Life is really

about relationships and this
is where you will develop
many of them. I could go on
and on really, and by all

your environment at work or
school; these groups give
you choices of shared inter
ests.
Some have met their soul
mate, spouse, hang-out bud
dies, and even their best
friend, but everyone that
joins becomes part of a bond
between members that gives
a feeling of being complete
in life.The 9-to-5ver members
of our life group usually stay
within that time frame. The
ones that are members of our
after-hours environment
usually give us our basis of
companionship beyond fam
ily members.
There are a lot of oppor
tunities for us in Huntsville.
You can check the websites
for groups and organizations
and find one that fits.

means come by and hang out
if you want to hear more, but
I think I'D stop on that note.
Have fun and be yourself.

www.uahexponent.com
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SGA Review
How to Get Involved in the Student Government
nUW

1A#

By Chris Brown
Every week in the SGA
Review we bring you the lat
est on what is happening
with our student government.
This article is for the people
who do not know how SGA
works but want to find out
and get involved.
The SGA is, to a large de
gree, modeled after the fed
eral government, which
means there are three
branches. The Executive
Branch is of course made up
of the President, Executive

*iiww
Vice President, Vice President
for Financial Affairs and all of
the Cabinet Directors (his
torically the primary cabinet
departments are internal af
fairs, external affairs, internet
affairs, higher education af
fairs and philanthropy). The
House and Senate Clerks are
also considered members of
the Executive Branch. The
frosh-mosh committee is also
loosely considered a part of
the Executive. This branch, as
implied by the root word ex
ecute, is responsible for car
rying out the ideas of the ad
ministration and for following

"r.Your Style Of Living

Laurelwood Apartments
Now Leasing 1 and 2 bedroom apartments
Show UAH ID and get $100 off the lsl month's rent
5000 Laurelwood Ln (Off Sparkman Dr)

256-837-3377

up on resolutions passed by
the legislature.
The Legislative Branch is
made up of the House of Rep
resentatives and the Senate,
and receives most of the
news coverage. The House
of Representatives is respon
sible for day to day opera
tions like approving funding
requests, but also involves
itself in larger issues regu
larly. The House is divided by
college, with a number of rep
resentatives from each col
lege based on enrollment in
that college. The Senate is
concerned more with longterm goals and needs of the
students. The Senate is diPERRINfrompage8
reached present day America.
There was a video segment
urged the maintenance of tra
ditional family values and
warned against the dangers
of becoming laissez faire to
wards the immorality of gay
marriage, abortion, drugs,
and violence. While I sup
pose that gav activists and

vided by class and includes
four senators from each class,
including graduate students.
Both houses are the lawmak
ers of the SGA and have the
power to pass resolutions
pushing for changes around
campus.
The Judicial branch is
made up of nine students in
cluding a chief justice. This
branch hears any disputes or
challenges to bills of remov
als or censure and presides
over any impeachment hear
ings, along with checking all
legislation for constitutional
ity. In effect the services of
the Judicial Branch are rarely
needed.
pro-choice supporters may
have found that statement
offensive, it was being pre
sented from a biblical aspect,
which you should respect
even if you do not support it.
First time viewer Brian
Thomas said, "I thought it
was going to be just another
patriotic type concert, but it

Cami
Editor's Note: The Exponent

reserves the right to edit all submissions for content. Due to space requirements,

There is
room in
SGA for
There
is room
in SGA
for
students of every type with
every kind of interest. Mem
bers do everything from writ
ing legislation to planning
social events. They interface
with the faculty and school
administration and help fund
clubs and organizations.
They help bring about new
facilities on campus like the
Fitness Center and address
any concerns of the student
body. They even work on
implementing information
technology solutions and
websites. If you can name it,
the SGA has probably done
something in that area.
Getting involved is very

easy. To get appointed
to
appoi:
empty House or Senate seats,
just email President Erik
at
Thacker
sga(Semail.uah.edu. He will
set up a time to talk to you
and get you in the right place.
The same goes if you want to
pursue a cabinet position,
and Thacker is even working
on a way to involve people
who do not want to go
through an election or ap
pointment process. Senate
elections will be held near the
end of September and even
new freshmen can call the
SGA office at 824-6375 to find
out how to get on the ballot.

was really different and

I would recommend this
production to everybody
fresh."
Music Minister Bruce looking for something a little
Zeiger who masterminded the different to celebrate Inde
show for his fourth year and pendence Day. And if seeing
directed the choir and or it is not enough, get in
chestra as well, shares why volved! The church wel
he feels the show is impor comes people, high school
tant. "I'm retired military from
age and up, from all over the
the Air Force with 20 years of community to participate in
service. And we (the public) the show. Planning starts in
do a lot of Easter and Christ October and rehearsals begin
mas but we need to recognize in late March or early April.
the service and sacrifice that For more information visit
so many people have made, their website at http://
and sometimes we overlook www.wbccares.org or call the
that, and what a great coun office at 881-0952.
try this is."

BALLOONS from page 3—
If you are interested in joining or finding out more about Campus Girl Scouts, contact Sarah Perrin at Sarahl .iz82@aol.com.
TheUAH Chess Club meetsThursday evenings,6:30-ll:00pm, in the Ad Sci Building. Late arrivals andearly departures
welcome. We are in the process of forming a UAH chess team - none of our current players are tournament experienced,
so there is room for everyone. If you're interested, please dropby^
Society of Women Engineers is in the process of reorganizing and is looking for new active members.UAH1SWE is open
to men and women of all majors, Tojoinorformor^
Formula SAE Charger Motor Sports is the fastest way to gain real world experience. If you haveinterest^m a mock
engineering firm and are Wanting to apply what you've learned in class, stop by room N119 in TechJiall Mmdaystt
7:00 pm. Whether your major is business, programming, web design, journalism, or engineering, we have a place

| If you have submitted anything to 2003 Arete, please either resubmit your piece or email your name, the title of your
currently submitted piece, and your contact information to toothpowder@gmail.com and include Arete Resubmit in
j subject line.
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balloon until the tracking
equipment locks onto the ra
dio signal. A parachute is at
tached to the end of the bal-.
loon, which allows the radio
sonde to fall slowly to the
ground at a speed of less than
22 mph after the balloon
bursts. Each radiosonde
contains a mailing bag and
instructions on what to do if
you find one. About 20% of
the 75,000 radiosondes sent
up each year in the US are
the radiosonde.
When the balloon is re found and returned. These
leased during the night, a instruments are fixed and re
used which also saves the
lightstick is attached so me
teorologists can track the government money.

a few thousandths of what is
found on the Earth's surface,
ice, rain, thunderstorms, and
wind speeds of almost 200
mph. A transmitter on the ra
diosonde sends the data
back to tracking equipment
on the ground every one to
two seconds. By tracking the
position of the radiosonde,
scientists can also calculate
wind speed and wind direc
tion. A small battery powers
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nize a structure of a strong
formation between scientists,
researchers, and universities
to build the partnership of
PBR's vision. Their focus is
also to provide more meet
ings that give scientific pre
sentations, host more
events, build relationships
with more companies that join
the partnership, and give
more UAH students a chance
to grow into career opportu
nities.
PBR would like to have
more adjunct faculty and sci
entists teach advanced
classes. UAH students
would be licensed out
through PBR. Pollock then
discussed what the compa
nies could do to help make

PBR successful in their en
deavors. Participation, op
portunities to contribute time
and funding sources, grant
applications, sponsorships
and support in any way they
can is what PBR is trying to
build with companies, stu
dents, scientists, and re
searchers.
Committees have been
organized and the guests
were invited to consider sign
ing up on one that they feel
they could contribute to. The
committees are Membership,
Grant Development, Commu
nity Awareness, Economic
and Business Development,
and Financial. Students, fac
ulty, community leaders,com
pany representatives, and

anyone with an interest in
Biotech are invited to partici
pate in the success of PBR.
September 9, 2004 PBR
will be hosting a Biotech Re
treat at Monte Sano St. Park
Lodge focusing on the his
tory of Biotech, with a scien
tific presentation and vendor
booths.
Dr. Joe Ng, UAH Biotech
Director and Professor, has
been a key individual in or
ganizing PBR. The first event
took place on the UAH lawn
with over 250 guests. The
Huntsville Times wrote two
articles introducing PBR and
covering the event. It
showed great success from
the beginning and has in
creased its number of in-

250 employees, 20 percent
have 51-100 employees, 12
percent have more than 500
employees, and 11 percent
have 251-500 employees.
"The study was con
ducted to provide a current
snapshot of Alabama's auto
motive industry and estab
lish a baseline from which we
can measure future growth
and development," said
AAMA Executive Director
Bernard Schroer.
AAMA supports the
growth and continuous im
provement of Alabama's au
tomotive industry. The orga-

nization was formed one year
ago and has 175 members.
AAMA, the Alabama De
partment of Economic and
Community Affairs, the Gov
ernors office, the Economic
Development Partnership of
Alabama, and the Alabama
Technology Network spon
sored the survey. Dr. Mary S.
Spann, Office of Economic
Development and a senior
research scientist at UAH
conducted the study.
One hundred and sixtytwo automotive plants re
sponded to the survey. The
automotive industry contin-

ued to grow during the
course of the study. Fifteen
new companies will start op
erations in the next few years
and four counties will be
added to Alabama's automo
tive map: Lowndes, Macon,
Crenshaw, and Coffee. An
estimated 8,600 new associ
ates will be hired in the in
dustry over the next few
years: 2002 at the expanding
Mercedes-Benz plant, 2,000
at the expanding Honda
Plant, 2,000 at the new
Hyundai plant, and another
2,800 jobs in new supplier
companies.

Officials wanted to get a
better grasp on the industry's
economic impact on the state.
The Alabama Department of
Economic and Community
Affairs provided a grant to
UAH to conduct the survey.
The Economic Development
Partnership of Alabama and
the Alabama Technology
Network also provided fund

between the two families and
their associates.
Something in the film that
hit closer to home was his
interview with a mother who
had lost her son in the Iraq
War. It was a close parallel to
In some instances of the my experience because in the
film, Moore seems to have film, Lila Lipscomb, the
some pretty hard facts on his mother of SGT Michael
side that paint a very unfa Pederson, who was killed in
vorable view of the president. Iraq, had an older child who
One of the more glaring ex had been in the military and
amples is the connection be deployed to the Persian Gulf
tween the Bush family and and made it back fine, just like
the Bin Laden family.The film myself. However, her son
goes to great lengths to raise also joined the military and
questions about the nature he died in Iraq, just like my
n£de£di^ftherelationsJ^ little brother did. Ironically,

the film opened exactly one
year after my brother was
killed in Iraq, on June 25. The
family of Mrs. Lipscomb is
also a mixed family just like
mine, and has sacrificed a lot
for our nation. I, admittedly,
was glued to the screen dur
ing this part of the film. The
horror of seeing a grieving
mother makes anyone won
der if it was worth it to invade
the country of Iraq and just
what, exactly, those reasons
were in the first place. Moore
closes the film by adding a
short tribute to the troops
who have served and are
serving over in Iraq. There is

controversy over this by raised in the film will probably
people who oppose this film, be picked up by the media as
but I felt touched by his sen Election Day nears. I think
timents and felt that is was that it is a film that is well worth
adequate considering the the time and money to go see,
and, if nothing else, you can
loss of my brother.
In closing, I would like to say that you saw it and that
recognize that while Mr. you either agree or disagree
Moore's film was very nicely with what was contained
done and helps to raise cred therein. It really is pointless
ible questions about the mo to argue for or against the film
tivations of this administra unless you have seen it your
tion, his style is seen by self. One thing that I found
some to be misleading, and surprising was that the audi
understandably so. However, ence was a cultural mix be
tween young and old, differ
by making the film the way
that he did, he ensured that ent ethnicities, etc., but at the
people will talk it about, and, end of the film, just about evmost likely, several issues he ^ryone^wa^^la££in^and^

full time and provided several
internships. Open Bio hired
one student and provided 2
internships. PBR is seeking
out more companies to par
ticipate in this program. Lo
cal companies becoming
more involved with UAH In
ternship Programs through
PBR has generated more op
portunities within the com
munity, and they have the
opportunity to see what kind
of students UAH produces,
causing companies to estab
lish a working relationship
with UAH.
PBR is also focusing on
building relationships with
other universities in the area.
This will draw in a larger span
of companies, faculty, scien-

AUTO from page 2

tists, and students. Collabo
ration with universities en
hances the growth potential
of PBR as well as opens
doors to joint grant applica
tions. With more involve
ment, there are more oppor
tunities for larger funding in
research, with scholarships,
and a stronger foundation of
PBR and Biotech's future in
Huntsville, UAH, and Ala
bama in general.
Circulating within the
community and university
draws more potential, with
scientists sharing their knowl
edge and research in an ex
change of ideas to broaden
the horizons of the Biotech
industry.
All these ideas will orga-

volvement greatly since.
Biotech provides semi
nars weekly and some of the
planned speakers are Lynn
Boyd, UAH Biological Sci
ences, Steve Barnes, UAB
Center for Nutrient-Gene In
teraction in Cancer Preven
tion, Roy Magnuson, UAH
Biological Sciences, David A.
Tirrell, Cal Tech-Chemistry
and Chemical Engineering,
and Kaufman Kirakosyan,
University of Michigan Biol
ogy and Biomedical Engi
neering.
For more information
about PBR contact Dr. Jo
seph Ng at 824-3715. Call to
reserve your space at the re
treat in September.

—

1971, to 42 in 1981 and 60 in
1991. Additionally, the num
ber of auto plants has in
creased by 40 percent since
19%.
Alabama automotive
companies purchased at
least $2.3 billion in parts last
year. Also, automotive indus
try workers paid $101 million
in state taxes last year and $46
million in sales taxes. Auto
motive companies in Ala
bama generate 80 percent of
revenues from the automotive
industry. Thirty-three per
cent have less than 50 em
ployees, 23 percent have 101-

ing.
"Alabama's recent suc
cess at recruiting automotiverelated companies raised a lot
of questions in people's
minds on how important the
industry is becoming to Ala-

bamians and our economy.
Our study gives a very clear
picture of the state and the
automotive industry in Ala
bama," said Schroer.
The mission of AAMA is
to promote growth and con
tinuous improvement of the
automotive industry in Ala
bama. You can obtain more
information about the AAMA
on their website at http://
www.aama.

CHRISfrom page5
who takes this film 100% se
rious is in dire need of a real
ity check. However, there are
many important issues that
Moore brings to light and, in
my opinion, warrant further
debate.
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1503Sparkman Drive, NW
Huntsville,Alabama35816
(256) 830-0130

cheering and appeared to be
motivated by the seemingly
positive ending of the film.
Regardless of your political
persuasion, Fahrenheit 9/11
will be with all us as we head
deeper and deeper into the
campaign season. The only
way to really gauge the ac
curacy of this film is to see
how it holds up to increased
scrutiny over the test of time
and by what impact, if any, it
will have on the November 2,
2004 national election.
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FOR SALE

MISC

Like
new
PC(2
months)Compaq S6000Z/
Athlon 3000+/640MB/40GB/
DVD/CDRW/Graphics card/
NIC/Modem/
$490
just4bestedeal@vahoo.com

Summer travel? Reserve
early! Professional pet sitting
in your home. Call Critter Sitters, 536-7582

PowerMac G4 Dual 1 Ghz
1.2GB RAM, 55GB storage
(spans 2 drives), CD-RW
17" monitor, mouse and key
board, and games $1,500 Call
Jason 603.4444
Bondi iMac 233Mhz, 96MB
RAM, 4GB HD Color coordi
nated mouse, keyboard,
surge protector, and Imation
Superdrive $300 Call Jason
603.4444
1993 Saturn: 4-Door Auto
matic Transmission Fair Con
dition and runs well 129500MilesAM/FM Radio and
Cassette Playback Air Con
ditioned Power Steering
Asking Price $ 1300 (Nego
tiable). For anyone inter
ested, please contact Akshay
at (256) 426-8048.
For Sale 2002 Ford Mustang
3.8L V6, 24K mi. Excellent
condition and under war
ranty. Loaded with options.
Call Stanley at 520-1628.
Washer and Dryer, Excellent
Cond.$300.Call 508-7372
1984 Kawai Baby Grand Pi
ano KG-2D, Walnut Color,
MINT Condition, only one
person has played the piano
since bought in 1984. $8,500.
Please call 337-7070.
Attractive home in quiet
neighborhood seeks faculty/
staff mbr, administrator, or
grad stdt for new owner. 4
BR, 2 Zz baths, recent roof,
siding HVAC. $129,900.4915
Alburta Dr. (go North on
Sparkman Dr.) Stanley Prop
erties
656-9467.
Kanstanley @ aol.com
Attractive 2 BR condo with
split bedrooms, modern col
ors, W/D,M/W, D/W, Fridge,
Willowpointe North on
Sparkman, LAdventist, LOld
Rideout, L Willowpointe.
$47,900. Stanley Properties
6 5 6 - 9 4 6 7.
Kanstanley@aol.com
FOR SALE 2001 Ford Focus
ZX3 $6000 obo. (256) 7288326.

Roommates needed: Private
room with private bath $375/
month. Private room with
shared bath $325/month.
Pool and amenities. 205-5411634. Available during sum-

Classifieds
Crossword 101
| The Buck Stops Here

Apartments for rent:
Southeast Parkway off
Weatherly Road and North
west Off Sparkman, 2 Bed
room, 2 Bathroom $465 per
month, 1st month free. Call
256-468-9698.
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom apart
ment for rent in Madison. 2
swimming pools, tennis
court, free basic cable TV.
$600 per month plus small
d e p o s i t . P e t s
welcome.anylima@yahoo.com
or call 694-7810 For sale 1997
BMWF650. Dual Sport bike.
$3600
OBO
sanylima@yahoo.com 6947810.
Duplex Apartment 2 Bed
room,1 Bath 1150 sq. ft.
Apphances,window A/C New
paint & carpet Washer/Dryer
connections. 3 miles from
campus. $365/mo.$150 dep.
Call 652.4175
Duplex Apartment 2 Bed
room,1 Bath 1150 sq. ft.
Appliances,window A/C New
paint & carpet Washer/Dryer
connections. 3 miles from
campus. $365/mo. $150 dep.
Call 652.4175

NEED EXTRAINCOME?
Start part-time for a national
marketing organization. High
potential commissions. Ex
cellent instruction. Set your
own hours. Call 256-837-0436
STUDENT WORK: 23-yearold International Company
that specializes in giving stu
dents a good paycheck, great
resume experience and a
chance for scholarships has
positions available in cus
tomer sales and service with
no cold calling. The posi
tions are flexible around calls.
For more information you can
call the local office at 256-8819310 or you can go online at
www.collegestudentwork.com

HOW MANY TIMES HAYE YOU SEEN A GUY
STUCK ON AN ISLAND IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE OCEAN ..J? YEAH, I KNOtV... TOO
MANY TIMES...

Across
1 A block of soap
4 Stays
10 Found in a western
14 Barnyard mom
15 Turn into
16 Follows family or coat
17 Curve
18 Bad place for a buck to stop
20 Color
21 NYC island
22 John Wayne movie, perhaps
23 Word before age or curtain
25 Pot
26 Great place for a buck to
stop
31 Apply lightly
34 African antelope
35 Rearmost
36 Aloe follower
37 Vestments
3 Money owed to you
38 Brief fight
4 Bolt with the loot
39 Passed with flying colors
5 Go together
40 A
of Two Cities
6 Computer image
41 Confederate General &
7 Shower with love
family
8 TV trophy
42 Duplicate
9 Precedes level
43 Reference to 14 Across
10 Wharton's Frome
44 He lived by the title
11 Backbone
46 Saturday night destination? 12 Hollywood's Hackman
47 Shed tears
13 Visionary
48 USPO competitor
19 Waterford neighbor
51 Perplexed:2 wds
24 Hair dye
54 Mature
25 Revert to the original
57 Bucks, in general
26 Found in the orchestra
59 Title
27 Muslim supreme being
60 Delighted
28 See-through fabric
61 Niche
29 Like a junk yard dog
62 First mate
30 Fidgety
63 Other
31 Disintegrated
64 Like some Russian dolls
32 Scene of action
65 Nightly moisture
33 Baden
Down
36 Hold dear
1 Found on a string
38 Bacon piece
2 Cockeyed
42 Like ironed trousers

Ed Canty

44 Polynesian rain dance
45 Dozen
46 Diacritical mark
48 Shaving cream
49 Gangster's girlfriend
50 Unfortunately
51 Competent
52 Facial twitches
53 Nevada machine
55 "
from New
York":SNL lead in
56 Actress Barrymore
58 Operated
Quotable Quote

If you don't find it in the
index, look very carefully
through the entire cata
logue.
Sears, Roebuck & Co.
Consumer's Guide, 1897

